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Dear Friends,

There is a story about an ancient
prophet who criticized the leaders of his

or feed the healthy”. It has always
impressed me that his words are different
from my expectation. I would think he
wanted them to ‘seek’ the lost and ‘care
for’ the yvoung. But his standard is to

aren’t always easy to do something with
once you find them. Younger ones seem
to want all of our attention and teens
seem to want to escape our attention and
our rules!

We have made it our mission to
‘seek’ the young, here at The Intersection.
It takes energy and patience and care to
truly make a difference in the lives of our
kids. This generation, especially the
fatherless, have challenges that are so

in the home tends to model responsibility
and integrity just by his presence.
Without that example, our young men in
particular, tend to put

responsibility for their actions outside of

nation saying that they did not “ care for
the lost, seek the voung, heal the wounded

‘seek’ the young. Lots of times, we adults
are just too tired to ‘seek’ the young. Kids

huge in front of them. A committed father

L etter from the Executive Director

themselves.

One charming 4th grade young man
received a lot of very focused instruction
about personal responsibility for his
actions in recent weeks here at the center.
I added up that he has received over 5
hours of concentrated staff time to help
him overcome his tendency to blame
everything on everybody else. We have
seen that such focused attention tends to
bear fruit over time. Change is hard for
all of us. Imagine if you did not have
much family support to help you in your
growing up vears... We are that 'family’
support for many of our kids.

Thank you for helping us "seek the
young". We encourage them, teach them
and care for them here at the Intersection!
Without your prayers and your financial
su&)?ort, 1t would not be possible to make
a difference in the lives of so many yvoung
people and their families!

May God bless you and keep you!
Dana

Please note: We are going to be cutting
down our newsletter list after this month.
Please return the donation form or call
817-0089 if you want to continue
receiving this by mail or email. Thanks!
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Raising Awareness
by The Intersection Board Co-Chairman - Joe Moseley

As has often been the case over the five years of its existence,
The Intersection is in need of additional funds. This article is not a plea, but rather an update or
the approach the Board is undertaking. We have realized that a necessary prerequisite to effective
fundraising is community awareness. When we can get the Intersection story before interested persons,

a good number of them want to be involved in helping to realize our mission.

The most recent effort was a community dinner in December where invitees could meet and hear
presentations from our kids. Everything about the planning predicted success except the choice of dates
which turned out to be the start of Columbia’s first major storm of the winter. As a result, our
attendance was small. However, those who braved the elements were treated to a top notch dinner,

informative program and meaningful interaction with our kids.

The highlight of the evening, in my mind, was the personal stories about what The Intersection was

accomplishing in the lives of the kids who participate. It was an opportunity to celebrate successes and
get some feel for what is possible as we go forward. The stories are compelling and it is my hope that we

can use the same or similar format in getting our story out this year.
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We are always open to ideas and hopefully some of you who receive this newsletter will share your
thoughts on ideal ways to raise awareness. We are in the middle of a fundraising campaign which grants
YOP tax credits. When we make possible donors aware of what The Intersection has to offer coupled
with the major benefits from the tax credits, the program sells itself. We welcome your input.

A Few Wozrds from Our Kids

~The Intersection helps me by helping me do my homework better. The little
kids look up to me. | like for the little kids to follow in my path. | just want to be
a good leader. | just want them to have fun.The Intersection is a great place to

be after school.~ Brittney

~The Intersection has changed me a lot. It has taught me
how to not worry about what’s on the streets but what’s up with

me and my grades.
| love the way the staff here have got to know me so well.

They know when I’m gonna’ have a bad day. They’ll be like, “Oh,
Ke’vonna’s having a bad day.” But they’ll always turn my frown \t
upside down. :

The Intersection really means something to me and | don’t -
know what I’d do without it.-~ Ke'Vonna




Put the date on your calendar and come join us for an
evening of fun and fellowship.
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Check Out Our Websgite
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